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Who is Senator Bob Hall?

Ranked one of the top conservative leaders in Texas by Eagle Forum  
Rated 100% and a Faith & Family Champion by Texas Values Action
Rated 100% Pro-Life by Texas Right to Life
Rated 100% by Texans for Fiscal Responsibility
Ranked one of the top conservative leaders by Concerned Women for America of Texas
Ranked Very Conservative by I Voter Guide and awarded the "Walk the Talk" Award
One of the Most Conservative by Young Conservatives of Texas
Ranked the Most Conservative Texas Legislator (100% Score) by American Conservative Union (CPAC)

In every session, Senator Hall has been named, in the prestigious Rice University study by the Political
Science Department, as the number one most conservative Senator in Texas.

He is consistently ranked at the top of all major legitimate Texas conservative organizations, including:

Senator Hall has proven himself to be a true champion of liberty. He graduated from The Citadel in
Charleston, South Carolina with a degree in Electrical Engineering and received a Regular Commission as a
2nd Lieutenant in the US Air Force. While a cadet at the Citadel he received numerous awards for
leadership. He was the only Air Force Cadet selected to be a Battalion Commander and was awarded the
coveted Wade Hampton Saber as the graduating cadet who had contributed the most to the Citadel during
the four years he was a cadet. He was also listed in "Who's Who In American Colleges" his Senior year. Upon
graduation, Bob began his active duty as a Systems Engineer working to develop the Minuteman Missile
System during the Cold War at Norton AFB in California, where he achieved the rank of Captain. Following
his service, he owned and operated an engineering consulting company. After retiring, he was elected
Senator to Senate District 2. 

Finally, Bob and his wonderful wife Kay reside in Edgewood, Texas. His compelling sense of duty shaped by
his military service, business experience, and love for this country, drives him to leave behind for his
children and grandchildren the legacy of a patriotic servant.

Currently in the 88th Legislature, Texas Senator Bob Hall, is the Chairman of the vital Senate 
Committee on Administration and an influential voting member on the Senate Committee of 
Finance, Health and Human Services, Local Government, and Veteran Affairs. He has earned 
the reputation of being open minded and willing to discuss ideas but absolutely unwavering in 
holding to his core conservative principles and Judeo-Christian values. He is a man who believes 
in the Declaration of Independence and follows the Constitution. He is pro-life, pro-gun, pro-
liberty, pro-property rights, pro Judeo-Christian conservative values, a staunch proponent of 
the free market, fiscally responsible, and pro-limited government. Senator Hall was 
instrumental in making Texas a 2nd Amendment Sanctuary State, as well as, protecting 
religious organizations and churches from Government shutdown. 

Senator Bob Hall 
Senate District 2
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Servant Leadership
As your Texas State Senator, there are two separate and distinct responsibilities I have
to my constituents: Legislation and Service.

Service:
The Texas Legislature is in session only 140 days every other year. But that is not the time
when we do most of our constituent work. My staff and I are here to help ensure your
government works for everyone; not just people who voted for me.  We field constituent
calls daily to address issues with state agencies and local governments. While you may not
agree with my political stand, please know there is no litmus test for constituent work. If the
district office does not have the appropriate contacts to resolve an issue, we can get the
Capitol staff involved to ensure an agency is responsive to your needs. 

I sincerely believe that my responsibility as your senator is to serve the interests of Senate
District 2, not my own. Please do not hesitate to let us know how we can serve you.

Legislation:
I am committed to voting the
way I campaigned. While
campaigning, I represented
myself as a constitutional
conservative with Judeo-
Christian values. Knowing what I
stand for, a majority of the
voters in Senate District 2
chose to vote for me. It is
important, to me, to deliver on
the promises I made during the
campaign. To ensure adherence
to my promises, my office uses
the following principles to
analyze or promote legislation:
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First 
Priority 

Election Security: Making
elections transparent, accurate,

and accountable.
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Why Texas Elections are Not Safe or Secure 
By Senator Bob Hall 

The lack of accuracy, transparency, and accountability in the current Texas election process means it would be impossible to present 
sufficient evidence in a court of law to prove that anyone elected to public office was actually the intent of the majority of those who 
voted in their election. 

The current Texas election process is a true “BLACK-BOX” operation. Why? Because there is no TRANSPARENCY, no 
ACCOUNTABILITY, and the ACCURACY is unknowable. There are only three things we know for sure at the conclusion of a 
Texas election: 

1. Candidate names,
2. Some number of people voted; and
3. Who the government told us won.

This must change, but anytime a new idea is put forward to change any aspect of our election system, the first thing election people 
ask is: Why change? The current system works. This same statement is made by both those who do not understand the laws and by 
those who, for nefarious reasons, want to keep the flaws. 

The answer “the current system works” can only be made because the government says it works; not because we know it works. In 
reality, we know little to nothing about how the process works or its accuracy. All we really know is that it has a list of ballot items, a 
date and time to begin, and a date and time to end. Everything else is assumed. This lack of known accuracy is because the election 
process is not transparent, and there is no meaningful accountability. Neither the voters nor the election workers are privy to what 
happens inside the “Black Box” election process and equipment. 

The problem is not so much in what we know but in what we do not know. While there is a lot we do not know about the process, 
the biggest question that cannot be answered is: 

“Is the winner declared by the government consistent with the intent of the majority of the people who cast their vote in that 
particular race?” The best answer possible today is “maybe,” but there is no way to know for sure. 

It is not possible, under the current Texas election process, to answer with any degree of confidence this question. It was not 
originally intended to be this way. But, in fact, the current processes, computers, and software have significantly degraded the 
transparency, accuracy, and accountability of Texas elections. 

The love affair with technology and the sacrifice of security for convenience have been the downfall of our election system. With 
good intentions, computers were viewed as the solution to the ballot box stuffing that often-accompanied hand-marked paper ballots. 
Unfortunately, that has not been the case. Computers and software have increased the opportunities and frequency of error and fraud 
in ways never considered and to a level much greater than and more difficult to detect than that of the original system of hand-
marked paper ballot.
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Today, the announced winner of an election is only the winner because the government says they are the winner. The true winner is 
not only unknown; the true winner is unknowable with the current election system and electronic equipment. The three main 
reasons for this tragic situation we are now in are: 

1. Lack of TRANSPARENCY
2. Unknown ACCURACY
3. Insufficient ACCOUNTABILITY

Our elections are too important not to have a system that delivers a high degree of confidence that the will of the people is being 
respected. The current system does not do that. There are a number of reasons for this unfortunate, degraded condition of our 
election process. 

One reason is that the SoS Elections Office could fix most of the problems that currently render our election process highly 
vulnerable to error and fraud. The SoS Elections Office has the authority and ability to issue rules that could significantly reduce the 
opportunities for error and fraud but, to date, continues to refuse to do so. In fact, the same office has a sordid history of issuing 
“waivers” that have increased the possibility of errors and opportunities for fraud. 

Another reason is that the legislature has allowed processes, procedures, and equipment to creep into the system, wherein security has 
been sacrificed for convenience. Our current system depends almost totally on computers and software, which we have no control 
over or knowledge thereof. 

Some of these conveniences that degraded security and increased opportunities for errors are: 
1. Technology

A. Computers
B. Electronic Poll Books
C. Internet connectivity
D. Blue Tooth Connectivity
E. Proprietary Software

2. Mail-in Ballots
A. Excessive Number
B. Flawed Verifications
C. Flawed Process

3. Procedures
A. County-Wide Voting
B. Unwarranted SoS Waivers
C. At Precinct no "Cast Ballot" to "Final Count" Verification
D. Weak Chain-of-Custody Procedures
E. Inability to Function Without Vendor Support
F. Less than Meaningful Accountability

While no election process can guarantee 100% accuracy 100% of the time, it is irresponsible for our legislature to continue to allow a 
system in which the ACCURACY is totally unknown, there is no meaningful ACCOUNTABILITY, and that is totally opaque (not 
TRANSPARENT). 

It is time for the legislature to stop allowing the elections equipment lobby, misguided bureaucrats enamored with technology, and 
the propensity for convenience to perpetrate this “Black Box” election process that has sacrificed security for convenience. Texans 
deserve to have an election process that yields a high degree of confidence that the people elected to office are the will of the people 
as expressed in their vote. This is not possible with the current election process, procedures, computers, and software used in Texas 
elections. 

This is unacceptable and must change so that future generations of Texans can enjoy the blessings of liberty that our Founding Fathers 
and previous generations gave to us with the sacrifice of their life, liberty, and sacred honor. LET IT NOT BE IN VAIN. 

It is time for the Texas Legislature do whatever it takes to make Texas elections 
              ACCURATE, TRANSPARENT, and ACCOUNTABLE. 



Why spend $3,500 + 
to mark a ballot? 

When a 10 cent ball point pen 
can do the same job 

9



Secure Elections for Transparency, Accuracy and Accountability 
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1. Three separate voting processes
PROBLEMS: Current overall election is excessively, cumbersome, complicated, and expensive. The two in-
person voting processes (Early Voting and Election Day Voting) processes have different code, rules, and 
regulations. Mail-in Voting encompasses more people than necessary and is too susceptible to abuse and 
error. 

SOLUTIONS: 
A. Mail-in Voting: Limit to three categories of eligibility

1. Military,
2. Disabled, and
3. Eligible Voter who submits an affidavit swearing that they will be out of county entire voting period
4. Must be requested by the voter

B. Combine Early Voting and Election Day Voting into a single continuous period of time (20 states)
1. Begins on 2nd Monday before Election Day (Tuesday).
2. Current Election Day code, regulations, and rules to apply.
3. Require “ZERO” tapes to be run immediately before poll opens on first voting day.
4. Require “Results” tapes to be run immediately after poll closes on election day.
5. Require county to verify precinct results tape audit before county sends results to state.
6. Require state to verify county/precinct results tape audit before state canvas.
7. Require 10% of precincts audit of at least two races in top and one race in bottom half of ballots for that

precinct.

2. Electronic voting machines
PROBLEM: Electronic voting machines are expensive, unreliable, and difficult to use and unnecessary. 

SOLUTIONS: Hand-marked paper ballots 

1. Special counterfeit proof resistant
2. Sequentially numbered for each precinct
3. Judge hand-marked signature when issued to vote
4. Statewide standard format
5. Strict chain-of-custody maintained
6. Advantages of hand-marked paper ballots

• Minimizes electronic dependency
• Simplifies process
• Establishes standardized statewide process
• Increases transparency
• Clear accountability
• Allows Made-in-America hardware
• Significantly reduces software
• Significantly lowers equipment cost
• More user friendly
• Eliminates WIFI/Bluetooth security threats
• Continuous end-to-end verifications
• Standardized ballot size and format
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3. Poll books
PROBLEM: Electronic poll books are continuously connected wirelessly to the internet and subject to remote 
manipulation. 

SOLUTIONS: Eliminate electronic poll books 
1. Paper only
2. Printed 30 days before in-person voting starts
3. Strict chain-of-custody
4. Will necessitate precinct or voting center voting

4. Precinct vote tallying
PROBLEM: Current electronic equipment is subject to manipulation, malware. Vendor software is 
proprietary, and the entire operation is non-transparent. 

SOLUTIONS: Non-software programmable optical scanner 
1. Not WIFI or Bluetooth capable
2. Write once optical memory disc
3. Read ballot once
4. Secure ballot storage

5. County tabulation
PROBLEM: Each county has its own process. Current tabulating process can be manipulated locally or 
remotely. No verification that county totals are consistent with precinct totals. 

SOLUTIONS: County tabulation machines to be incapable of wireless internet connection and physical 
results hard-copy verified 

1. Tabulation machine to be operated by county election personnel only
2. Hardwired tabulation machine.
3. County totals for every race to be verified against each precinct results tape numbers before

submission to state or certified.
4. Transmission of county election results to be transmitted to the state via secure one-way VPN WIFI or

landline link with public/private key.

6. Curbside voting

PROBLEM: Extensive abuse. 

SOLUTIONS: Tighter restrictions 

1. Limit curbside voting to legitimate disabled.
2. No one in the vehicle except the voter.
3. Physical assistance only provided by certified election workers.
4. Tighter limits on persons making multiple assists to the poll.
5. Severe penalty for violation.



ELECTIONS 
Easier, Simple, Cheaper, and More Secure 
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Texans deserve to have a safe and secure election process but the current system of inconsistent, 
complex processes and easily compromised computers and software with secret algorithms is anything 

but safe and secure. This must change. Texans deserve an election system that is ACCURATE, 
TRANSPARENT, and ACCOUNTABLE. The current system fails in all three categories. 

Figure 1 below summarizes the top five problems with the current Texas election process. It also explains 
why it is a problem and the proposed solution to make Texas elections ACCURATE, TRANSPARENT, and 
ACCOUNTABLE. 

Current Problems and 
Proposed Solutions 

                PROBLEM WHY it is a PROBLEM           SOLUTION 

No polling location Results Tapes 
when Early Voting ends. 

1. Without Early Voting
Results tapes the county 
totals cannot be validated. 

2. No way to prove
published results are 
voter intent. 

Eliminate the 3-day gap and have a 
Single in-person period that ends on 
Election Day. 

Using polling location computers to 
mark ballots 

1. Unnecessary Expense
2. Complicated to operate
3. Excessive Security Risk

Hand-marked secure Paper Ballots 
with ballpoint pen 

Vote transfer chain-of-custody  errors  
between Polling location and county 
and between county and SoS. 

1. Electronic hacking
cannot be prevented 

2. Hacking can be undetectable
3. Lack of final vote validation

with polling location 
numbers 

1. Eliminate 3-day gap between
Early Voting and Election 
Day. 

2. Hand-marked Paper Ballots
3. Eliminate Precinct computers.
4. County to Polling location and

state to precinct vote validation 
5. Simple optical scanners to

tabulate precinct votes. 
Electronic Poll Books Errors and remote manipulation 

are uncontrollable and difficult to 
detect 

Paper Poll Books printed and 
secured 30 days before voting 
begins. 

Lack of uniformity and consistency 
among 254 counties 

1. Increase complexity of
oversight by the state 

2. Unnecessary opportunities
for errors 

Uniform election process and 
equipment. 
1. Precinct Voting Only
2. Single in-person voting period
3. Hand-marked paper ballots
4. Simple scanners
5. Random precinct audits on

election night 
6. Paper poll books
7. Zero tapes before polls open on 1st

day of voting 
8. Results Tapes after polls close on

last day of voting 

Figure 1 - Current Complex Problems Have Simple Solutions that will make Texas elections easier, 
simpler, cheaper, and more secure. 



ELECTIONS 
Easier, Simple, Cheaper, and More Secure 

The Texas current voting process is seriously flawed and in need of a complete overhaul. 

Elections Easier, Cheaper, and More Secure 
The current Texas election process, procedures, policies, and equipment have evolved over several decades. 
As technology changed (i.e., computers and electronic communication) and the public expressed a desire for 
more! convenience”, laws and SoS rules were written and changed without serious consideration of the 
devastating impact those changes had on security. Thus, the election system we have today in which there is 
no Transparency, Accountability, or Knowable Accuracy. 

In Texas today, there are three ways to vote: 
1. Mail-in ballots
2. Early in-person voting
3. Election Day in-person voting

Each of these three voting processes has different sets of code, rules, vulnerabilities and opportunities for error 
and fraud. 

All three current voting processes are seriously flawed and in need of a complete overhaul. Unfortunately, the 
lack of concern and cooperation from the Texas SoS means that it will take legislation to accomplish the needed 
changes and those changes cannot be made until after the Texas Legislature meets in January 2023. Our only hope 
for safe and secure 2024 elections and beyond is the 88th Legislature. 

Of the three voting processes, the least vulnerable to error and fraud, is Election Day In- Person voting. It is least 
vulnerable because it is a single day with stricter rules and poll- watchers can make a significant difference in 
minimizing errors and fraud. 

The top five reasons for a single “In-Person" voting period are: 
1. Zero Tapes can be run at the poll location just before voting begins on opening day.
2. Tally (Results) Tapes can be run at the polling location immediately after the poll closes before the

machine is moved.
3. Transport of the memory card from the poll to the central counting location must be done with

chain-of-custody, and poll-watchers are allowed to observe the transfer.
4. County Central Counting ballot item totals can be validated by verification with Precinct Tally

(Results) Tapes before results are canvassed.
5. State-level ballot item totals can also be validated by verification with Precinct Tally (Result)

Tapes before state results are canvassed.
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Conclusion 
• Simplifies Elections:

• Increase Security:
Simplification and one process with uniform rules reduces the risk of error 

and opportunities for mishandling precinct results. 
• Reduces Confusion:

Removes voter confusion about which days the polls are open. 
• County Cost Savings:

Only one set of procedures and only necessary to deploy and recover voting 
equipment once instead of twice. 

With one continuous voting period, there will be less confusion about when a person can 
go to the polls and only a single in-person set of ballots to count



ELECTIONS 
Easier, Simple, Cheaper, and More Secure 

14 

Thus, the transparency and accuracy of in-person voting can be greatly increased by simply 
merging “Early Voting” and “Election Day Voting” into a single event of “In-Person Voting”. 

While this will be new to Texas, it is not a new concept. 21 other states currently have a single 
in-person voting period like this proposed for Texas; half are Republican states and half are 
Democratic states. 

Figure 2 - Twenty-one states currently enjoy a single in-person period that ends on 
Election Day 

Using the following criteria as parameters and objectives, a “clean-sheet” was used to 
derive this new election process: 

! Does Not Suppress Voter Turnout

! Increase Voter Turnout

! Reduces Election Process Complexity

! Reduces Election Cost

! Increases Transparency

! Increases Accuracy

! Increases Accountability

! Reduces Opportunities for Errors

! Reduces Opportunities for Fraud

! Increases Confidence in Results

All the changes to our election process meet the above criteria. 
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EQUIPMENT and PROCESS CHANGES 

OBSOLETE - NO LONGER NEEDED NEW 

Polling Location Computers Hand marked secure-paper ballots 

Electronic Poll Books Paper Poll Books printed 30 days before voting starts 

County Wide Voting Precinct only voting 

Computer Software Simple Optical Scanner 
! Write-once memory
! Secure storage

Computer Generated Ballots Paper Ballots 
! Secure Paper
! Sequentially numbered for each precinct
! Common Format
! One-sided

Figure 3 - Unnecessary, Complex, and Expensive Equipment and Process Eliminated 
and Replaced with Easier, Simpler, Cheaper, and More Secure. 

Twelve Key Elements: 

The following are the twelve key elements for an election process that is Transparent, Accurate 
and Accountable. Figure 4 provides a summary of each one. 

1. Single In-Person voting period
2. Zero Tapes
3. Results Tapes
4. Tabulators
5. Tabulator Deployment
6. Hand-Marked Paper Ballots
7. Paper Poll Books
8. County-to-Precinct Vote Verification
9. State-to-County/Precinct Verification
10. Close-Race Hand Recounts
11. Hand Counting
12. Curbside Voting

Texans eligible to vote want to know that their votes actually count. 
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KEYS TO NEW SECURE PROCESS 

KEYS TO NEW SECURE PROCESS 

Single In-Person 
Voting Period 

1. Voting begins on the second Monday before Election Day
2. Voting ends when the polls close on Election Day

Zero Tapes 1. Printed at the polling location immediately before the first day of use.
2. Signed by both Election Judges and up to three poll-workers
3. Remain in secure storage

Results Tapes 1. Printed Immediately After Poll Close on Election Day at the polling location
2. Signed by both Election Judges and up to three poll-watchers

Tabulators 1. Non software programmable
2. Write-once memory
3. Built-in printer
4. Secure storage for read ballots
5. Secure storage for Printed Tapes
6. Common to all counties and polling locations

Tabulators 
Deployment 

Once Deployed Poll Tabulators Must Remain Operational Until Poll Closes on 
ELECTION DAY 

Hand-Marked 
Paper Ballots 

1. Secure Paper
2. Sequentially numbered beginning with 1 for each poll location
3. Signed by Poll Judge when issued to the voter
4. Common, except for ballot items specific to counties and precincts

Poll Books 1. Paper only
2. Printed 30 days before first day of early voting
3. Signed at printing time by the Election Administrator and one witness from

each of the two major parties 
4. Kept in secure storage until moving to polling location
5. Chain-of-custody maintained
6. Secure storage required when polls not open

County Vote 
Verification 

1. The county central counting will tabulate all the precinct votes.
2. Before submitting the county vote totals to the SoS there must be an

independent verification with each county precinct to independently
confirm that the county precinct votes match the Result Tapes printed
immediately after the polls closed.

3. If there is a discrepancy between any county ballot item number and the
Results Tape, the Results Tape number will be used by the county so
long as the Results Tape has remained secure and chain-of-custody has
been maintained.

4. In the event the Results Tape has not remained secure or a candidate
questions its authenticity, a hand count will be conducted.

5. Hand-counted ballots will be the final authority so long as security and
chain-of-custody is maintained.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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KEYS TO NEW SECURE PROCESS 

State Vote Count 
Verification 

Before the SoS finalizes the state official results, a verification procedure 
similar to that conducted by the counties will be conducted by the SoS. 
1. An independent verification of the SoS preliminary final vote count will be

made to confirm that each precinct number in the SoS preliminary totals is 
the same as the precinct number on the Results Tape printed immediately 
after the poll closed on election night. 

2. If there is a discrepancy between any SoS ballot item and the Results Tape,
the Results Tape will become the SoS official number so long as the 
Results Tape security and chain-of-custody has been maintained. 

3. In the event the Results Tape has not remained secure or a candidate
questions its authenticity, a hand count will be conducted. 

4. Hand-counted ballots will be the final authority so long as security and
chain-of-custody is maintained. 

Close Race 
Recounts 

Any candidate losing by 3% or less will be entitled to an immediate hand count 
recount. The hand-count total will prevail so long as a security and chain-of- 
custody has been maintained 

Hand Counting 1. All hand counting will be open and transparent.
2. The entire process will be audio and video recorded.
3. Candidates and three designees will be allowed full access to the process.
4. The SoS will determine the counting process; SoS will conduct the

recount. 
5. The SoS will use a process nationally recognized and with an error rate of

less than 1%. 

Curb-Side Voting 1. Limited to disabled
2. Only disabled persons may remain in the vehicle while voting is being

conducted.
3. Only an official election worker may assist a disabled voter who needs

assistance marking a ballot.
4. No assistance may be given except by an official election worker

Figure 4 - The Twelve Key Changes to Making Texas Elections Easier, Simpler, Cheaper, 
and More Secure. 

Implementation of these changes will give Texans a high degree of confidence 
that their votes do count. This increased confidence will increase voter turnout.! 

9.

10.

11.

12.
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Major Takeaways: 

1. The more complex an election process, the less confidence we can have in the
outcomes.

2. The current Texas election process lacks Transparency, Accountability, and Knowable
Accuracy.

3. With any in-person voting period (like our current Early Voting period) without the
printing of the ZERO TAPE immediately before the poll first opens and the printing of the
RESULTS Tape immediately after the poll closes on the last day, there is no way to know
for sure the voter! intent.

4. Without a process that validates the vote count at both the Central Counting station
and again at the SoS before the final count is official, it is not possible to say that the
government-announced winners are the choices the voters made at the poll.

5. Using a very expensive computer to place a mark on a paper ballot when it can be
more accurate with a cheap ballpoint pen is a colossal waste of money.

6. Electronic poll books have significantly reduced transparency and contribute to the
unknowable accuracy and must be replaced with paper poll books.



Second 
Priority 

Securing the Electric Grid
against all natural and man-mad

threats.
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88th Legislature    
SB 330: Resilience of the electric grid and
certain municipalities 
Office of Texas State Senator Bob Hall 
Staff Contact: Rebecca Willis (512) 463-0102 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Problem: 

Currently, the electric gid is vulnerable to cyber-attacks, malware, electromagnetic 

pulses (EMP) and geomagnetic disturbances (GMD) that would, at best, disrupt the 

grid, and at worst, cause the entire grid to go down. Electricity affects almost every 

aspect of our modern life: healthcare, transportation, banking, sanitation, water, and 

food. The state does not have a robust plan in place to address a widespread, long-term 

power outage. Since electricity is vital for survival, if the grid goes down, thousands of 

people risk losing their life.  

Solutions to harden the grid, once thought to be too expensive, can now be 

implemented at a fraction of the cost due to technological advances. While some cities 

and localities have implemented measures to harden their infrastructure, it is time for 

Texas to take steps to ensure the safety of all Texans by addressing grid vulnerabilities. 

While increasing capacity is important, we must not overlook the vulnerability of our grid 

to multiple threats.  We must ensure it is both reliable and resilient by incorporating the 

necessary technologies that protect against both natural and man-made threats. 

Just one of dozens of articles warning us of the threat of our adversaries. 

 China Has ‘First-Strike’ Capability To Melt U.S. Power Grid With Electromagnetic Pulse 

Weapo 

This Bill: 

• Would create the Texas Grid Security Commission (TGSC) under the direction of

the Texas Department of Emergency Management (TDEM) to evaluate all

hazards to the ERCOT electric grid and vulnerabilities of essential service

systems for municipalities.

▪ All hazards include:

o Terrestrial weather (wind, hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding, ice

storms, heat waves, wildfires).

o Earthquakes and tsunamis

o Terrorist attacks

o Cyber attacks

o Manipulation of operational technology

o EMP or GMD
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o Insecure or inadequate fuel transportation or storage

o Insider threats

• Would require TGSC to develop standards and recommend a plan to harden

critical infrastructure in the state and make a resilient grid. In determining these

standards, TGSC will evaluate current Critical Infrastructure Protections

standards established by NERC and National Institute of Standards and

Technology (NIST).

▪ Critical infrastructure includes:

o Water and wastewater systems

o Food and agriculture

o Communication systems

o Energy sector including refineries and fuel distribution systems

o Chemical plants

o Financial sector

o Hospitals and health care facilities

o Law enforcement and government facilities

o Nuclear reactors

o Other critical functions that depend on the electric grid and are vital

to our economy.

• Would require TGSC to evaluate resiliency of essential service systems of

municipalities and develop standards and recommend a plan for resilient

communities. These systems would provide citizens with reliable services in the

event of a long-term power outage and a path toward expeditious electrical and

economic recovery.

▪ Resilient community standards would include:

o Emergency services

o Communications systems

o Clean water and sewer systems

o Healthcare

o Financial services

o Energy systems

o Transportation

• Would require TGSC to create a state-wide plan for protection from catastrophic

loss of power.

• Would require TGSC to establish resiliency standards for micro-grids and certify

a micro-grid that meets these standards.

• Would require the TGSC to develop a recommended timeline to implement the

plan for protection of all hazards and resiliency standards for municipalities.
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• Would require the Public Utilities Commission, ERCOT, and the Railroad

Commission to oversee the implementation of the plan by validating that the

recommendations of TGSC are implemented as specified in the timeline and to

begin tracking compliance within six months after the plan is submitted to the

legislature.

• Would require each business or entity subject to the resiliency plan to make

publicly available on their website the status of their compliance with the

hardening/resiliency standards.

• Would allow regulatory agencies to establish rates for resiliency cost recovery.

• Includes a provision to ensure the confidentiality of information provided for an

assessment of vulnerabilities by requiring the information to be maintained at

ERCOT and that it be accessible only to individuals with appropriate security

clearances.

• Enables PUC, ERCOT, and RRC to access penalties on entities that do not

comply with the standards for resiliency as outlined in TGSC's plan.
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Visit my Facebook Page and be sure to sign up for my Capitol Hall Reports 
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Update on Grid Status in Texas 
While the 87th legislature attempted to make some changes to the electric grid by passing legislation to address administration changes to 
the Texas electric grid operations, people should not assume those changes are sufficient to provide the reliability and resiliency needed to 
overcome the ongoing and challenging threats to continuous grid operations. 

Since Winter Storm Uri, in February of 2021, the Texas electric grid has been on the forefront of people's minds, more so than ever it 
seems. The grid was within minutes of a complete shutdown that would have taken weeks or months from which to recover. As it was, 
millions were left without power for hours or days. Water systems failed, and at least 246 people died from the loss of power.  With a lot of 
talk about what changes should be made, and the passage of legislation to attempt to fix the problem, many are left wondering if the effort 
has made any difference. Are we safer from a total grid collapse now than we were a couple years ago? To answer that, let's review what 
changes have been made so far. 

Since the passage of this legislation, the Railroad Commission, in conjunction with TERC, ERCOT, and PUC, have finalized the electricity 
supply chain map, which designates certain facilities as critical to grid operations. Each designated critical facility on the map must 
maintain weatherization standards. To date, at least 85% of the electric generators and transmission facilities that failed during Storm Uri 
have been inspected and 95% of those facilities have come into compliance with the initial weatherization requirements. The PUC is 
expected to establish Phase II weatherization rules, for both winter and summer conditions, by winter of 2023. The Railroad Commission 
is set to adopt its rules for weatherization requirements later this month. These new rules will be effective before this coming winter. 

However, we still have not answered the question, are we better off now than two years ago? While the changes made are good policy and 
will help strengthen the management and reliability of the grid, we are still facing some significant concerns with ongoing electricity 
reliability in the state. These concerns stem from the following: 

87R SB 2 by Senator Hancock changed the makeup of the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) board, requiring that members 
reside in the State of Texas, reduced the number of board members from 16 to 11, required that five unaffiliated members be appointed 
by the Governor, Lt. Governor, and Speaker of the House, and required that rules adopted by ERCOT under delegated authority first be 
approved by the PUC.

87R SB 3 by Senator Schwertner required that gas facilities with a critical designation weatherize equipment in case of extreme weather 
events, and also created the Texas Energy Reliability Council (TERC) to better communicate between stakeholders, regulators, and the 
public. 

87R SB 2154 by Senator Hancock expanded the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) board to five members, added residential 
requirements, and expanded the required board positions to include professional engineers.

1. Population growth - Texas is one of the fastest growing states in the nation. More people means more demand on our aging grid.

2. Business growth - Texas continues to have a growing business climate, massive deals with Samsung secured the largest chip
manufacturer in Texas, and recently, bit mining facilities have sprung up across the state. These facilities use a massive amount of
energy.

3. Increase in renewable generation - There is no shortage of federal funds that are being used to subsidize the real cost of wind and
solar power plants. This puts fossil fuel companies at a disadvantage and artificially decreases the demand for this type of generation by
skewing the market, making it financially disincentivizing to construct new fossil fuel plants. As the amount of renewable energy
increases and non-renewable (coal, natural gas, oil, and nuclear) energy decreases, the electric grid loses reliability. This summer,
ERCOT has measured demand peaks above any on record, and not just once, but numerous times. We would have plenty of capacity to
handle the increase in demand if we could count on all sources of generation performing at capacity. But they do not. At the point of
peak demand on July 13, wind only delivered 14% of its generation capacity, solar delivered only 57% of its capacity, yet together,
natural gas and coal plants delivered 83% of the total dispatch-able capacity. When the wind does not blow and the sun does not shine,
it is the reliability and dependability of fossil fuel generators, the non-renewable energy, that keeps the grid afloat.
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Update on Grid Status in Texas  (continued)

In addition, none of the legislation adopted to date has addressed the impending risk of an electromagnetic pulse (EMP) attack. An EMP 
could be either a naturally occurring weather event or a man-made attack on our electric grid. The results would be the same. One EMP 
attack could completely decimate our entire grid. The good news is, technology has advanced to the point that to implement EMP 
protections, called grid hardening, during construction of new plants, would not cost more than typical construction costs. It was a 
common mis-belief that it would be too costly to harden the grid, but now we know that with new technology, some hardening measures 
can be implemented for a fraction of the cost of traditional construction costs. Fortunately, some power companies are beginning the 
process of implementing this new technology without waiting for the government to require it.

So, what do we do moving forward? As a legislator, I will work to ensure that Texas does not further incentivize wind or solar electric 
generation. The federal subsidies have done enough to make a mess of the market and as a state, we should not be spending taxpayer 
money toward a generation source that increases grid vulnerabilities and disincentivizes investment in new reliable generation. 

Secondly, I will continue to work to pass legislation to address the risks of EMP attacks. We must harden our infrastructure to ensure 
that, in the unfortunate event of an attack, our communities can still access basic living necessities, safe drinking water, medical 
equipment, financial institutions, food, and transportation.

What can you do? You have an important role in making sure your legislators know how critical this situation is. 

Change happens slowly, but I am confident that together, we will see the day when electricity in Texas is once again affordable and 
reliable, and our grid is able to withstand whatever is thrown its way, whether it be extreme cold, soaring heat waves, or an EMP 
attack. We are Texans and we know how to fix this. 

1. You can use the Align-Act platform to notify your elected officials at https://griddownpowerup.com/contact-your-elected-officials/.
Tell them you want more reliable, dependable generation, and you want our grid to be hardened against EMP attacks.

2. You can purchase EMP protective devices to protect your home, vehicles, and other electric devices. A free people should never look to
the government to save them, and this situation presents a stark reminder of the potential consequences if the people fail to adequately
prepare themselves.

3. You can spread the word. Talk about these issues with your neighbors and family.

4. You can share https://griddownpowerup.com/ with others.

5. You can continue to educate yourself about what is happening with our grid and the seemingly unfettered pursuit of renewables. Learn
what is really pushing this agenda and what the likely outcomes will be. Some good resources are:

https://lifepowered.org/
https://usenergysecuritycouncil.com/
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CenterPoint Houston: EMP preparedness.

Ever since I was elected to the Senate, I have been working to inform other legislators of the need to harden the electric grid 
and to increase grid resiliency. It has been slow going. Each session, the bills I file that would require measures be taken to 
protect Texans from an electromagnetic pulse (EMP) strike fail to cross the finish line. 

The power company lobby has repeatedly used costs as the number one rebuttal to the pleas for a hardened grid, with some 
touting estimates that it would cost upwards of $2 million per substation. Lobbyists and electric companies were often in 
agreement that it would cost too much, and, unfortunately for the people, they held enough sway over a majority of legislators 
to keep any meaningful legislation from passing.

However, CenterPoint Energy, a utility company in Houston, TX, has busted the myth of excessive cost. They have taken the 
lead in developing and implementing new technologies to harden their substations and control center for a fraction of the 
predicted cost. On a recent visit, I was encouraged to see the market finally taking steps to protect the consumers, without 
legislation mandating it, all while maintaining profitability. 

CenterPoint has patented a unique, EMP-hardened digital substation, at 25% of the cost of a traditionally constructed 
substation. This model can be used in new substations and also to retrofit existing substations, opening new possibilities in the 
quest to harden our electric grid.

The system is currently in its third year of service and is being run concurrently with parallel operations, thereby eliminating 
any operational risks while the operations tests are ongoing. This EMP protected substation utilizes fiber optic cables, which 
are resistant to EMPs, and power cables running between the control house and the module are shielded and grounded. Power 
is also filtered through an EMP filter prior to entering the module. The performance data demonstrates the effectiveness of this 
technology. 

While it is exciting to see progress being made, we have to remember that this specific breakthrough is currently only being 
used in a limited capacity. I am hopeful that the data proves that this will be an effective tool to further harden our grid and 
that additional energy companies will take the initiative to implement measures to protect the lives of Texans, while there is 
still time.  

Some additional studies need to be conducted to determine what the economic impact of an EMP attack would be and what 
measures can be taken to protect the most valuable aspects of our everyday lives, such as the water supply and infrastructure, 
medical equipment, emergency services, banking, household electronics, and automobiles.

While there is still much to do before our grid is prepared to withstand an EMP attack, I am excited to see that progress is 
being made. 

Now that we know that the technology, at a reasonable cost, exists to protect the Texas electrical grid from both man-
made and natural threats, the only thing preventing implementation is the will to do it. 
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Third 
Priority 

Prohibiting gender mutilation 
and transition surgeries of

minors.
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88th Legislature  
SB 250: Gender Transitioning Insurance 
Coverage and Treatment 
Office of Texas State Senator Bob Hall 
Staff Contact: Rebecca Willis (512) 463-0102 

The Problem: 

Minor children experiencing gender dysphoria risk permanent disfigurement and lifelong 
health care issues from medical professionals who perform medical treatments to 
modify their natural gender. Minor children are prescribed puberty-blocking drugs, 
cross-sex hormone therapies, and are subjected to mutilating surgeries. These 
procedures carry extreme consequences for children, as their effects range from bone 
density problems to fertility issues.  

Studies show that up to 94 percent of childhood gender dysphoria cases are alleviated 
by puberty or otherwise resolve on their own. Medical care professionals should not be 
allowed to apply permanent, non-reversible treatment for a condition that so often 
resolves with time. 

The responsible medical community agrees that these treatments and surgeries are 
harmful and are not a solution to the dysphoria problem.  

Transgender Surgeries Are No ‘Cure’ for Distressed Youths, Doctor Says 

Transsexual pioneer criticizes modern trans activists, says they're indoctrinating kids: 
'This isn't a game' | Fox News 

Biden Admin Waves Supreme Court Review in Key Transgender Fight 

Transgender Surgery- Common Sense and Decency are Needed 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center Announces Pause In Gender-Affirming Surgeries 
For Minors 

Politicizing Pediatrics: How the AAP’s Transgender Guidelines Undermine Trust in 
Medical Authority 

Sex Reassignment Doesn’t Work. Here Is the Evidence.
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• Prohibits physicians and other health care providers from prescribing and

performing treatments and procedures which would modify or alter the sex

characteristics of a child suffering from gender dysphoria.

• Prohibits professional liability insurance coverage for gender-transitioning drugs

and procedures for minors.

• Requires the revocation of the licensure of health care providers who prescribe

gender-transitioning drugs or who perform gender-transitioning procedures.

• This bill does not apply to procedures meant to treat children with intersex

conditions.

Additional information 

• Gender dysphoria is a mental health condition that often resolves itself.

• Parents and patients are being told by medical professionals that unless

permanent, physically altering treatments are received, a child is more likely to

commit suicide.

• Health care providers who request, prescribe, or perform many medical

treatments are maiming children for life.

• Since January 2022, 15 States have filed legislation to restrict access to gender-

modifying treatments for minors.

• Other countries have begun to close clinics focused on this issue.

• Every single child is created in the image of God, and altering a healthy,

completely natural part of His creation in such a way is not only morally wrong

but also carries dire consequences for children.

• In addition to being immoral, these treatments for children are unproven and

dangerous.

• The suicide rate for these surgical and drug victims is extremely high.

This Bill:
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The multi-approach to ending the gender reassignment of children

Social pressure is the number one driver of gender dysphoria, and the way it is currently being treated is not working. We 
don’t let young children get tattoos, smoke cigarettes, or drink alcohol, indicating that society believes they are not mature 
enough to make responsible decisions about these things. We also don’t tell a child who thinks they are too tall to cut off a 
portion of their legs, so what person in their right mind thinks it’ ok to cut off healthy body parts or give irreversible drugs to 
children to treat gender dysphoria? 

Texas must ban cross-sex hormones, puberty blockers, chemical castration, genital or body altering surgeries, psychological, 
and social transitioning, or any other gender transitioning methods applied to or performed on children. 

Transgender mutilating surgeries were initiated by perverted medical professionals as a new opportunity for hospitals to offer 
a very profitable surgical service, not just with the initial surgery, but because these procedures create a patient for life.  

We could lament the fact that this topic is even up for discussion or bemoan the horrors children who have these treatments 
face for the rest of their lives, or we could rage against the institutions that have elevated their greed or ideological values at the 
expense of truly compassionate health care for these children, but instead, let’s discuss how we stop it. Full stop. 

It is time to end this madness. It is time for a full force, all-sides attack to put an end to the gender reassignment treatments of 
minors. To do so, we must address the issue on three fronts: revoking of licenses of doctors, setting criminal penalties for the 
facilitators, and prohibiting coverage by health insurance companies.  

The doctors. There is no excuse for intentionally mutilating the non-diseased, healthy genitalia or breasts of a minor. Nor is 
there any legitimate reason to give a gender-confused minor body-altering, sterilizing, life-wreaking hormone blockers and 
cross-sex hormone treatments.  None. Doctors or other healthcare workers who do this should be guilty of malpractice and 
lose their license and other qualifications to practice medicine.  

Senate Bill 250 will address this issue by prohibiting gender reassignment surgeries and other treatments of minors by 
physicians (except in limited, medically necessary instances), prohibiting liability insurance coverage for these treatments, and 
requiring the license revocation of any physician who performs these prohibited treatments.  

The facilitators. Children have limited ability to travel to doctors’ appointments or determine treatment options. They rely on 
the adults in their lives to advocate for them, care for them, and, ultimately, make healthcare decisions for them. That is why it 
is important to hold the people who are facilitating the gender reassignment treatments of minors responsible. Gender 
dysphoria is not a new issue, but the way it is being addressed is new. Instead of helping a child figure out why they are 
experiencing these feelings and helping them work through them, the treatment options have moved towards harmful 
hormone treatments and mutilating surgeries.  

Anyone who facilitates a child’s access to gender reassignment surgeries should be held accountable. It is currently illegal in 
Texas to mutilate the genitalia of a female minor. Senate Bill 249 amends this statute by applying the prohibition to both 
genders. The penalty for assisting a minor in obtaining a gender reassignment surgery is a state jail felony.  

Page 1 of 2
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The multi-approach to ending the gender reassignment of children (continued)

The health insurance companies. One of the reasons that gender reassignment treatments for minors, either through hormones or 
surgery, are becoming more prevalent is because health insurance companies offer coverage for these treatments. Unfortunately, many 
times, the coverage does not extend to the myriad of lifelong health complications that accompany these treatments.  

That is why I have filed Senate Bill 1029 which would prohibit any public funds from being used for the purpose of transgender treatment 
or surgeries, would make health insurance companies that perform transgender treatments strictly liable for the care of a patient for their 
lifetime, and would prohibit state-funded health plans, including Medicaid and CHIP, from covering these treatments.  

Together, these three bills offer a comprehensive approach to fully terminate the practice of hormone blockers, cross-sex hormone 
therapy, and transgender surgeries of minors in Texas. This is the best way to protect children from facing a life of regret because 
those that should have protected them failed to do so.  
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Gender Modifying Surgeries as a Money-Making Scheme.

In a recent, appalling video released by the conservative reporter, Matt Walsh, Dr. Shayne Taylor of Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center is recorded during a lecture speaking about how she convinced Vanderbilt to open its first trans clinic in 2018. 
What was the most compelling argument? Was it patient care? No. Increasing access to care? No. The primary motivation she 
put forth was the profit the hospital would see.  

Evidently, cutting the breasts off a woman would bring in $40,000 for the hospital, and for bottom surgeries, you could count 
on upwards of $200,000 for a vaginoplasty. A phalloplasty would bring in between $20,000 to $100,000.  

"Bottom surgeries are a huge money maker," she said. "There are entire clinics that are supported by phalloplasties, and that’s 
just a fraction of the surgeries that they are doing." 

Knowing that adults mutilate their bodies this way is troubling, but when you consider that these surgeries are also performed 
on minors, it is truly unbelievable. The Pediatric Transgender Clinic of Monroe Carell Jr. Children's Hospital at Vanderbilt 
specifically provides transgender services for patients under age 18. It is grotesque knowing that these life-altering, mutilating 
practices are completely driven by financial gains.  

Parents seeking help for their children who suffer from gender dysphoria are funneled through a process that brainwashes 
them into thinking that cutting the breasts off their daughters, and surgically reshaping their children's genitalia is somehow 
the best way to care for them.  

Hospitals that engage in this practice are preying upon the vulnerable state of these parents, ignoring the long-term effects this 
"treatment" has on these children, with the overarching goal of making money. This is despicable, abhorrent, and heart-
wrenchingly evil.  

The number of children that identify as transgender has doubled since 2017, and with that, the number of young people that 
have come to regret having gender modification surgery and are left with a broken body and a tormented mind.  

In this upcoming legislative session, I plan on filing legislation to prohibit gender-modifying surgeries on minors. No child 
should be subjected to an irreversible surgery that permanently alters their body, has a high likelihood of preventing their 
ability to have sexual intercourse, much less be able to procreate, and increases their likelihood of having lifelong serious 
health and mental health conditions.  

Texas must stand against this barbaric practice and protect children by putting their needs first, not the greed of the 
institutions that are promoting these gender-modifying surgeries.   
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